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From the Principal

Although we have a quarter of the year, one term, left in 2018 we are already
looking forward to 2019 and starting our planning for next year. Thank you to
parents who have returned the slips to school with confirmation that students will
be here next year or leaving us. This is important as the first part of our planning
will be to determine the class structure for next year and obviously we need to
have fairly accurate numbers. Once we have that then we can work out the
staffing for this structure. The next stage is to allocate pupils to these classes and
all the staff are involved in this process to ensure that the classes are well
balanced in all aspects.
On the curriculum side we are also planning for next year. Our Professional
Learning Day (pupil free day) is on Monday, 8th October (day one in term 4) and
the staff will be reviewing all the data that we have and planning to meet the
students’ needs in 2019. Apart from NAPLAN we also have a number of in-school
assessments, together with teacher judgements to plan for improvement in the
future. This is our main review and planning day for the year as we look at how we
are going and how we can improve.
SWIMMING
Thank you to the parents who have returned their slips and payments for our
swimming programs. As I’m sure you are aware, the actual swimming teaching is
free for primary students, provided by the State Government. However, the
students have to pay entry fees and of course we have to get them there by bus
so this is where the cost comes in. For our year 6’s doing beach swimming there is
only the cost of transport so we have managed to keep this much lower. We try to
keep the cost for swimming as low as possible as we would obviously like all our
students to take advantage of this opportunity. Years P-5 will have swimming in
weeks 3 and 4 (22-10 to 2-11) and the year 6 swimming will be weeks 7 and 8
(19-11 to 30-11).
P & C COIN COLLECTION
Our P & C are once again organising a coin collection of 5c and 10c coins. Last
year this was very successful and already a few classes are quick out of the
blocks as there is a prize for the class that collects the most. Bring in those coins
and add them to your class total, after all, what can you buy with 5c!
CATS
For our school production in term 4, we are still chasing a walking cane, as
opposed to a walking stick, furry looking coats (2) and lots of volunteers to help in
week 5 with make-up/face painting. Please let us know if you are able to help.
LOST PROPERTY
We have a very large number of jackets etc in our lost property room, located next
to the Music Room. We will endeavour to return any named items to the students,
but please take the time to look through the boxes if you are missing any items.
CLASS GAMES
Last week Area 16 made some board games and had great fun playing them. It
was a really good opportunity to work, learn and play together.
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Friday 14 September
PP2 Assembly
Tuesday 18 September
PP2 Visit to Woolworths
Thursday 20 September
A15/16 Excursion to
Caversham Wildlife Park
Friday 21 September
Last day of Term 3
Monday 8 October
Staff Development Day no students
Tuesday 9 October
Students begin Term 4
Mon 22 Oct to Fri 2 Nov
Swimming PP to 5

PASTORAL CARE
Resilience skills to practise

Helpful thinking, having an optimistic outlook, getting along with others, and knowing how to deal with anger, are
skills that will help your child to become more resilient.
Talk about each skill with your child and find opportunities to help them practise each one.
Helpful thinking:

Accept that it’s normal to make mistakes.

Think about the funny or good bits in a
problem.

Accept that unhappy or bad things happen
to everyone.

Accept the things that can’t be changed in a
problem.

Understand if something bad happens once,
it probably won't happen again.

Accept that you sometimes need to talk to
others to get the facts right.

Work out the chances of something really
happening
Skills for getting along with others:

Start a conversation.

Stay cool in an argument.

Be positive.

Tell a story in an interesting way.

Give an honest opinion.

Cooperate well.

Be a good listener.

Not talking about others behind their back.

Not telling people off when they make a
mistake.
Dealing with anger and ways to calm down:

Do some exercise or a physical activity.

Breathe slowly and deeply until you feel
more in control.

Walk away so you can work things out.

Listen to music.

Do something you like until you feel calmer.

Keep yourself busy with another task.

CANTEEN ROSTER
Thurs 13 Sep:
Fri 14 Sep:
Thurs 20 Sep:
Fri 21 Sep:

Lee K
Monique
Michelle
Monique

Optimistic outlook:

Bad times don’t last. Expect things to get better.

Expect that good things are more likely to
happen than bad things.

Think of happy memories.

Take credit for your own successes, no matter

how small.

Be grateful (thankful) for all the good things in
your life.

Look for the good bits in the bad things that
happen.

Stay hopeful even in unhappy times.

Work hard and make your own luck.
Ways to think more clearly (helpful thinking):

Talk to someone you trust about your angry
feelings and get a ‘reality check’.

Think about whether this is just a ‘one off’ on
the part of this person who made you angry.

Think about what part of the problem was
your fault.

Remind yourself that everyone feels angry at
some time.

Clever tricks to solve the problem and still be
friendly:

Remind yourself to not damage your
friendship with this person.

Decide whether you should just try to forget it.

Calmly tell the person you are angry with why
you feel that way.

Try to solve the parts of the problem that
were your fault.

FACTION POINT COMPETITION
TERM 3
It has been another great week in collecting points. We have noticed
that some classes earn more points than others. When was the last
time you earnt points for your faction? Teachers - when was the
last time you gave out points? Well guess what? This is the last
week to earn points. Whoever is in front on Friday wins the sausage
sizzle lunch in week 10. Good luck to everyone - keep earning
those points! Here are the current totals:

GREEN (Bridgewater) 193 points
RED (Cygnet)

189 points

GOLD (Batavia)

185 points

