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From the Principal  
Dear Parents 
 
Welcome to Springfield Primary School for the 2019 school year. I would like to 
welcome back all of our current families and extend a warm welcome to those 
families joining the Springfield School community for the first time. 
 
As most of you know I am new to Springfield and am excited to be taking the helm 
of this fantastic school. We are into our second week of the school year and the 
children are settling in to classes and establishing effective learning communities 
for the coming year. By the end of week three each class or year level will have 
held a parent information session and I encourage you to take up this opportunity 
to hear about the learning environment, routines etc. which will support your 
children in the year ahead. I know that for some, with busy daily schedules, that 
you may be unable to attend. If so, then please follow up with your class teacher 
for any handouts or information you have missed. 
 
For some children the start of the year can be one of excitement and for others a 
time of worry as they manage the change of settling into a new class. For some 
parents also there is the concern about how your child has settled, the class make 
up and whether your child is in a composite (split) or straight class.  A composite 
class is usually created when particular year level numbers are uneven. This Year 
at Springfield numbers have required us to create 5 composite classrooms. 
 
It has been argued that a composite class provides a large gap between the 
lowest and highest achieving students, and that there is bound to be a 
demographical error, with some students benefiting and others missing out. This is 
why we have carefully profiled and selected the students so that optimal learning is 
always supported. All children have an entitlement to a high quality educational 
program and the duty of care and attention required during the school day. At 
Springfield we adhere to the WA Curriculum and no students in composite classes 
will be disadvantaged in terms of this entitlement.  
 
There are many tangible benefits of composite classes, and we have placed highly 
skilled, experienced teachers in these classes. Differentiation, a term used often in 
education to describe the act of taking a concept being taught universally to all 
students within a class, and creating related tasks at varying levels of complexity is 
something which all of our teachers, and those who work in composite classrooms 
can do exceptionally well. When differentiating instruction, teachers are providing 
for the needs of students at multiple levels of understanding at the same time, 
which in turn allows students to see clearly not only where they are at, but where 
they are going.  
 
Teachers who work in composite classes attest to the great benefits of students 
learning in a multi-age room, suggesting that younger students look up to their 
older peers and aspire to learn out of admiration for their skills and knowledge, as 
opposed to the desire for extrinsic rewards such as stickers or prizes; and the 
older students enjoy the sense of guidance that they can provide to their younger 
counterparts alongside being a positive role model.  

 

Friday 15th February 

Area 9 Assembly 

Friday 1st March 

Pupil Free Day 

Friday 15th March 

Area 8 Assembly 

Tuesday 19th March 

Faction Jumps and Throws 

Friday 22nd March 

Faction Carnival 

Friday 29th March 

Area 6 Assembly 

Monday 1st April 

Interschool Jumps/Throws 

Thursday 4th April 

Interschool Athletics 

8th to 10th April 

Year 6 Camp 

Friday 12th April 

ANZAC Assembly 

Last day of Term 1 

 

 



From the Principal continued: 
It is important to note that regardless of the classroom set-up the quality of your child’s education will come 
down to the support provided by the school to both staff and students, the capability of your child’s teacher, and 
of course the support which you provide them so that they may realise their fullest potential both academically, 
socially and beyond. The most common fear for parents having a child in a composite class is that they will fall 
behind  – that the teacher's attention will be split between the two years and they’ll get less overall learning time 
with their teacher.  
 
The research, however, doesn’t agree. Multiple studies conclude it makes no difference to performance 
whether students are in a straight year group or in a multi-age class. Experts agree the most important factor in 
determining how well a student does is the quality of the teacher and their teaching. Additionally, it seems 
composite classes can actually enhance development; students becoming more confident and assertive, and 
learning to operate as part of a group while bolstering independent learning skills.  
 
I have spoken to a number of parents about these concerns early in the year. Class meetings will give you the 
opportunities to get to know your teacher who will be your first point of contact during the year. In this 
newsletter you will find information regarding our student services support processes which outlines how we will 
support individual students who require this as the year progresses. 
 
I have had the opportunity to meet a few parents so far and look forward to meeting you all as the year 
progresses. I would like to share a little of my background. I have been in Australia for approximately 20 years 
and have taught and been in the leadership teams of a range of Regional and Metropolitan schools. I joined 
Springfield from my previous position as Principal of Waddington Primary School in Koondoola. Each school is 
unique and I look forward to learning more about what makes Springfield great and look forward to working with 
staff, the school board, parents and students to continue to provide an excellent education for the children at 
our school.  
 
Newsletters will come home every second week on a Thursday. Reminders and updates will be sent out via the 
school app, Flexibuzz, so now is a good time to ensure that you have this up to date. If you don’t already have 
the app then please find the instructions for downloading in this newsletter. 
 
I look forward to our first class assembly tomorrow presented by our Year 1/2 class. Please come and say hello 
after the assembly.  
 
Vanessa Blythe 

 

Student Services is an important area in our school. As the coordinator my role is to support teachers and 
parents when issues arise in the academic and social emotional wellbeing of students. 
 
If you or your child’s teacher is concerned the following process will take place: 
1. Teacher - Parent Meeting to discuss concerns.  
2. Observational anecdotes and teacher parent strategies are implemented. 
3. Referral to Springfield Student Services. Background information, previous strategies provided and 

meeting information provided. 
4. Coordinator (Mr David Sweet) and Class teacher meet to discuss concerns. 
5. Coordinator and School Psychologist (Mr Neil Sinclair) meet to discuss background information. 
6. Case conference meeting established with Student Services Coordinator, School Psychologist, 

Classroom Teacher and Parent/Guardian.  
 
We do however, understand, that situations occur in a child’s life that may need 
urgent attention. Please contact me to discuss if this is the case. 

David Sweet 

STUDENT SERVICES 

https://pngtree.com/freepng/the-children-go-to-school_3116152.html
https://clipartimage.com/clipart/20854-kindergarten-kids-clipart.html


The Importance of Breakfast. 
It is apparent that some children are hungry in the morning due to not eating breakfast at home. So I thought I 

would stress the importance of breakfast.                                                

Breakfast is a crucial part of every child's day. Especially when coming to school. Being hungry or not having 

breakfast can affect the child’s memory and creativity in the classroom. Children who go hungry are more 

inclined to become distracted from learning at school, or give up more easily when faced with challenges. It is 

important that the breakfast is healthy and well-rounded for a child's maximum performance level. Make sure the 

breakfast has a balance of protein, fibre and complex carbohydrates in the morning. If your child is not hungry 

when they wake maybe suggest a banana milkshake for breakfast? Sometimes we are time poor in the morning 

so creating a breakfast routine is a great way to ensure the family has time for a well-balanced breakfast.                                                                                  

 Set your alarm 10 minutes earlier to fit in breakfast at home or take a portable breakfast option. Make some 

‘easy to grab’ breakfasts on the weekend, (savoury muffins or zucchini slice.) 

Healthy breakfast options: 

 Wholegrain toast with a thin scrape of peanut butter, or avocado and spinach or reduced fat ricotta. 

 Porridge with fresh fruit. 

 Fresh fruit and yoghurt. 

 Wholegrain cereals with reduced fat milk. 

 Wholemeal fruit toast with thin scrape of cream cheese. 

 Fruit or vegetable smoothies. 

 Boiled eggs with wholegrain toast. 

 Untoasted muesli. 
Below is a link with some healthy breakfast recipes from Nutrition Australia. 
http://www.nutritionaustralia.org/national/meal-category/breakfast  
Bon appetite  

Melissa Powell 

CHAPLAINS CHATTER 

Flexibuzz 
Please remember to update your 
class selections on Flexibuzz for 
2019 

ADMIN 
 

STATEMENTS AND FORMS 
Statements are going home today, so please check your 
child’s bag. If you would like to make a lump sum payment 
which can go towards excursions etc throughout the year, 
please feel free to do so. Please make sure any payments in-
clude your child’s name as reference.  
Last week we sent home student update forms, Health Care 
Summaries and Permission forms. Please return these to your 
class teacher as soon as possible if you haven’t already done 
so. 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
Our Lost Property has moved! It will now be found at the back 
of the undercover area behind a screen. It is clearly marked 
and items have also been divided into relevant sections which 
will hopefully make your search easier. 

http://www.nutritionaustralia.org/national/meal-category/breakfast
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiq9-DCsbrgAhXMR30KHdCtCB0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.kingsiz
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiwkJHrsbrgAhVLWysKHVmIAOQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theuniformfactory.co.nz%2Fstore%2Fproduct%2FHW4182%2Fdouble-pique-mesh-bucket-hat&psig=AOvVaw38fZVphv


Our P&C canteen is open Thursday and Fridays 
again this year, run by our wonderful volunteers, 
aiming to offer fresh, healthy food made from 
local ingredients.  
Ordering can be done via the QKR app  - see 
the link below: 
https://qkr.mastercard.com/   
or at the window in the morning before the start 
of school. 
 
If you are able to volunteer to help in the       
canteen, please contact Lee on: 
Springfieldpscanteen@gmail.com  
 
Each week, they aim to offer different snacks in 
addition to the items on their menu, which is 
available on our website. 
Check out today’s delicious delights! 

CANTEEN NEWS 

https://qkr.mastercard.com/
mailto:Springfieldpscanteen@gmail.com

