
The Myth of the ‘STRAIGHT’ Class 
 

 Let’s dispel this myth from the outset. There is no such thing as a ‘straight’ class. 

Who could possibly assume that all children in any class have the very same 

knowledge, skills, attitudes, understandings and ability?  

 

 Every child is an individual. No two reports are the same. Our teachers teach 

children. Our teachers do not teach year levels. 

 

 All classes include children of varying knowledge, skills, attitudes, 

understandings and abilities. Generally, there is no greater range of student 

ability, knowledge or skill level in composite classes than there is in ‘straight’ 

classes. 

 

 Teachers are qualified and trained to structure learning for children of differing 

academic levels, including composite classes. In fact, they have 4 year university 

degrees in education as well as many years of teaching experience. 

 

 Research findings show that there are no detrimental effects from participating in 

composite classes. Findings actually reveal that there are many benefits. One of 

the benefits is that they socialise with children of their own age and those of 

another age level. 

 

 Each child in this school is presented with a learning programme based on what 

stage they are at in their learning. It makes no difference whether they are in a 

composite class or a so called ‘straight’ class. 

 

 Teachers cope with a wide range of abilities within every classroom and they do 

this by teaching children individually or in a variety of group settings. 

 

 Because every teacher focuses on each child as an individual the issue of whether 

they are taught in a composite or ‘straight’ class is irrelevant. 

 

 Parents may approach their child’s teacher at a mutually convenient time to 

discuss relevant issues. 

 

 Children are placed in classes after considerable deliberation and discussion. 

Parent requests will always be considered but there are other important factors 

which must also be taken into account and may well take precedence. 

 

 No one knows better than the current teacher the best placement for the child 

based on 40 weeks of working with them in the classroom. Trust their judgement. 

 

 

I thank you if you have taken the time and effort to read this 

response. If there are aspects which are still unclear you may  

arrange an interview with your child’s teacher. Thankyou, 

 


